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US EPA BROWNFIELDS COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM

The US Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Brownfields Community Involvement
Program is committed to promoting communication between citizens and the Agency.

Active public involvement is crucial to the success of any public project.
US EPA’s community involvement activities at the
Memorial Drive Site Brownfields Petroleum Cleanup in Hinesville, Georgia
are designed to
Inform the public of the nature of the environmental issues associated with the Site,
Involve the public in the decision-making process that will affect them,

Involve the public in the responses under consideration to remedy these issues, and

Inform the public of the progress being made to implement the remedy.
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The scope of work is divided into the following major tasks:

®  Preparation of plans required by the Brownfields program for the City of Hinesville and US
EPA approval,

m  Source remediation including excavation of petroleum USTs and associated piping, removal
of potentially buried hydraulic lifts and associated hardware and excavation of surrounding
impacted soil,

®  Groundwater cleanup using corrective action plans to be submitted to the City of Hinesville
and Georgia Environmental Protection Division (GA EPD) for approval, and

®  Reporting of cleanup progress and completion.
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3.0 COMMUNITY BACKGROUND

3.1 Community Profile

The City of Hinesville (population 30,392) is a city in transition located 230 miles south of
Atlanta. The City of Hinesville is the county seat of Liberty County. The City operates under a
Council-Manager form of government, with a six member elected Council, a Mayor elected at
large, and an appointed professional City Manager. Daily administration and management are
handled by the City Manager, with policy and guidance provided by the Mayor and Council. The
median home cost in Hinesville is $81,300. Compared to the rest of the country, Hinesville's
cost of living is 22 percent lower than the US average. In 1999-2000 Liberty County public
schools spent $4,334 per student. The average school expenditure in the US is $6,911, while
the average in Georgia was $5,285. There are about 19 students per teacher in Hinesville. The
unemployment rate in Hinesville is 5.5 percent (US average is 4.8 percent).

3.2 History of Community Involvement

Prior to the grant award, the City of Hinesville held several property owner and public meetings.
The framework for outreach was built during the Brownfields Assessment Grant project.
Additionally, the City of Hinesville has regularly provided project updates at City Council
meetings. These events provided a forum for the presentation of facts, along with question and
answer sessions.

o The City put the Cleanup Grant Application on display at the Community Development
Department between November 27 and December 7, 2006.

e The City placed multiple Public Notices in the local newspaper, Coastal Courier
announcing the intent to submit an application for a US EPA grant to fund the cleanup of
Brownfield properties within the City.

3.3 Key Community Concerns

There were no public concerns uncovered through public communications on the project.
Residents supported the cleanup activity and no written comments were received. In addition to
information provided about the cleanup site, residents have participated in the development of
the master plan for the redevelopment of Memorial Drive as outlined by the Hinesville Resource
Team. The site at 116 Memorial Drive is an integral part of the redevelopment effort, and the
community is in support of future development plans.
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34 Response to Community Concerns

There were no community concerns regarding this project.

3.5 Summary of Communication Needs

Community members will be updated on the progress of the project and future development.
Information updates will be provided:
e in a Site Fact Sheet, which can be obtained at the City when utility bills are paid, as well
as the information repository, and/or mailed to local residents
o through updates to local churches and organizations,
¢ through City Council Meetings, and
¢ on the City Website.

In addition, required public notice and comment periods will be advertised in the Coastal
Courier and The Frontline newspapers.
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4.0 US EPA’S COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM

The overall goal of the City of Hinesville’'s community involvement program is to promote two-
way communication between citizens and the City and to provide opportunities for meaningful
and active involvement by the community in the cleanup process. The City will implement the
community involvement activities described below

4.1 The Plan

Issue 1: Keeping the public informed and updated.

Activity 1A: Designate a City Community Involvement Coordinator (CIC).

e Obijective: To provide a primary liaison between the community and the City, and to ensure
prompt, accurate, and consistent responses and information dissemination about the Site.
In those instances where the City’s CIC may be unable to provide adequate information
(such as on technical issues), inquiries will be directed to the appropriate US EPA contact.

e Method: The City will designate a CIC to handle Site inquiries and serve as a point of
contact for community members. Ms. Donita Gaulden is the City CIC assigned to the Site.
She will work closely with Mr. Bob Rosen, US EPA’s Project Officer for the Site.

e Timing: The CIC was designated on April 1, 2008.

Activity 1B: Maintain a mailing list for the Site.

o Obijective: To facilitate the distribution of site-specific information to everyone who needs or
wants to be kept informed about the Site.

¢ Method: The City will create a mailing list that includes all residences adjacent to the Site
or those otherwise affected by the Site. The City will also solicit interested parties via Fact

Sheets, newspaper articles, public meetings, etc.

e Timing: The City will begin working on this mailing list immediately and will review/revise
it periodically to keep it current.

Activity 1C: Prepare and distribute Site Fact Sheets and technical summaries.

e Objective: To provide citizens with current, accurate, easy-to-read, easy-to-understand
information about the 116 Memorial Street Site.
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e Method: Fact Sheets will be mailed to all parties on the Site mailing list. In addition,
copies will be available at the information repository, on the City website, at specific local
churches and at City Hall, where utility bills are paid.

e Timing: The City will prepare and distribute Fact Sheets on an as needed basis.
Activity 1D: Establish and maintain an Information Repository.

o Objective: To provide a convenient location where residents can go to read and copy official
documents and other pertinent information about the Site and the City activities.

e Method: The repository is a reference collection of site information containing the
Administrative Record File, the Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives, other site-
specific information, the CIP, information about the Technical Assistance Grant program,
and the general Brownfields cleanup process. This repository will be accessible to the
physically challenged, will have copier facilities, and will be available to residents during
normal business hours and at least some evening and/or weekend hours.

e Timing: The City will establish the local repository at the Liberty County Library located at
236 Memorial Drive Hinesville, Georgia. The City adds new documents as they become
available.

Activity 1E: Establish and maintain the Administrative Record.

e Objective: To provide residents with a paper trail of all documents, resources, etc. used by
the Project Officer and Site Team in reaching all decisions about the Site and its cleanup.

e Method: The City will maintain the Administrative Record for the Site located at the local
Information Repository near the Site.

e Timing: The Administrative Record is opened as soon as site investigation begins and
remains open until the cleanup process is completed.

Activity 1F:  City Council Meeting Updates
e Objective: To provide City Council and residents with updates.

e Method: The City will provide a Briefing Document to the City Council on the progress of
the project work and Community Involvement.

e Timing: The Briefing Document will be provided on a quarterly basis starting June 1 and
will continue until the cleanup process is completed.
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City Government

James Thomas, Mayor

David Anderson, Sr., Council Member
Charles Frasier, Council Member
Bobby Ryon, Council Member
Kenneth Shaw, Council Member
Keith Jenkins, Council Member

Billy Edwards, City Manager
City Hall

115 East M.L. King Jr. Drive
Hinesville, GA 31313
bedwards@cityofhinesville.org

Hinesville Fire Department
Phone: 912-876-4143

Email: jleverett@cityofhinesville.org
Address: 103 Liberty Street
Hinesville, GA 31313

Hinesville Police Department
Chief of Police — George Stagmeier
912-368-8211

Liberty County Government

Administration

County Administrator — Joseph W. Brown
Assistant County Administrator — Robert Sprinkel

Board of Commissioners

John Mclver - Chairman

District 1 — Marion Stevens

District 2 — Donald Lovette

District 3 — Connie Thrift

District 4 — Pat Bowen

District 5 — Kenny Fussell — Vice Chairman
District 6 — Eddie Walden

Liberty County Board of Commissioners,
P.O. Box 829
Hinesville, GA 31310

Elected Officials

Clerk of Superior Court — Barry Wilkes
Coroner Reginald L. Pierce, Sr.

District Attorney — J. Thomas Durden, Jr.
Magistrate Court - Judge Melinda Anderson- Chief Magistrate
Probate Court - Judge Nancy Aspinwall
Sheriff — J. Don Martin

Solicitor — Jeffery N. Osteen

State Court - Judge Leon Braun, Jr.

Superior Court — Chief Judge David Cavender
Tax Commissioner — Virgil Jones
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Office of the Governor

Governor Sonny Perdue
Office of the Governor
Georgia State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334

Office Phone: 404-656-1776

Georgia House of Representatives
District 165 Representative, Al Williams
Room 511

Coverdell Legislative Office Building
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

404.656.6372

Staff: Madge Owens

9041 East Oglethorpe Highway
Midway, Georgia 31320
912.368.4983 — Office
912.368.4982 — Fax

District 166 Representative Terry Barnard
401 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

404.656.5138

Staff: Susan Ruthven
747 Highway 196, East
Glennville, GA 30427
912.654.1048 — Home

District 167 Representative, Roger Lane

Suite 404 Coverdell Legislative Office Building
Atlanta, GA 30334

404.656.0109

Staff: Jackie Hicks
PO Box 899D

Darien, GA 31305
912.264.8296 - Office
912.437.3546 - Home
912.265.3575 - Fax

Georgia State Senate

District 1 Senator Eric Johnson
321 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Phone: (404) 656-5109

Fax: (404) 657-9727
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Legislative Assistant:

Rita Smith

128 Baymeadow Point

Savannah, GA 31405

Phone: (912) 443-1577 (O)

(912) 234-4021 (H)

Email: eric.johnson@senate.ga.gov

District 19 Senator Tommie Williams
236 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Phone: (404) 656-0089

Fax: (404) 463-5220

Legislative Assistant:

Audrey Lee

148 Williams Avenue

Lyons, GA 30436

Phone: (912) 526-7444 (O)

(912) 526-8730 (H)

Email: tommie@tommiewilliams.com
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US Senate

Saxby Chambliss- (R - GA) Class I

416 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3521

Web Form: chambliss.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactU...

Johnny Isakson- (R - GA) Class Il

120 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3643

Web Form: isakson.senate.gov/contact.cfm

US House of Representatives

The Honorable Jack Kingston

United States House of Representatives
Washington Office

2368 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Phone: (202) 225-5831

Homepage: http://kingston.house.gov/

District Office:
Savannah Office

1 Diamond Causeway
Suite 7

Savannah, GA 31406
Phone: (912) 352-0101
Fax: (912) 352-0105
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Georgia Sierra Club

1401 Peachtree Street, Suite 345
Atlanta, GA 30309

Attn: Genie Strickland

E-Mail: georgia.chapter@sierraclub.org
Phone: 404-607-1262 Ext 221

FAX: 404-876-5260
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No potential responsible parties have been identified.
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Television and Radio Stations
WTOC 11 TV — Savannah, GA

WSSJ 92.3 FM — Hinesville, GA (912) 368-9258
WSGA 104.7 FM — Hinesville, GA (912) 368-2020
WOAH 106.3 FM — Glennville, GA (912) 408-1063
WGML 99 AM — Hinesville, GA (912) 368-3399

Georgia Public Broadcasting

260 14th Street, NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30318

Phone: In the Atlanta area: (404) 685-2400
Outside Atlanta: 1 (800) 222-6006

Email: ask@gpb.org

Coastal Courier Newspaper

Mail: P.O. Box 498

Street Address: 125 S. Main
Hinesville, GA 31310

Ph: (912) 876-0156

Fax (912) 368-6329

The Frontline Newspaper
125 S Main St

Hinesville, GA 31313
(912) 368-0526
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City of Hinesville

City Hall

113 East M.L. King, Jr. Drive
Hinesville, GA 31313



Appendix |

Repository Location



Repository

Liberty County Library
236 Memorial Dr
Hinesville, GA 31313
912-368-4003

Fax: 912-369-7148

Library Hours: Monday — Thursday 9:00 a.m. — 9:00 p.m.
Friday — Saturday 9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 2:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.
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Local Chamber

Liberty County Chamber of Commerce
Hinesville Chamber of Commerce

425 W. Oglethorpe Hwy

Hinesville, GA 31313

Phone: 912-368-4445

Local Organizations

The Hinesville Downtown Development Authority
115 East M.L. King Jr. Drive

Hinesville, GA 31313

Contact: Brian Smith

The Liberty County Economic Development Authority
500 East Oglethorpe Hwy.

Hinesville, GA 31313

Contact: Ron Tolley

912-368-3356

The Liberty County Recreation Department
P.O. Box 367

Hinesville, GA 31313

912-448-5273

Hinesville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
205 E. Court Street

Hinesville, GA 31313

Contact: H.E. “Sonny” Timmerman

912-408-2030

The Liberty County Chamber of Commerce
500 E. Oglethorpe Highway

Hinesville, GA 31313-2804

Contact: Kenny Smiley

912-368-4445

Liberty County Family Connections, Inc

P.O. Box 829

Hinesville, GA 31313

Contact: Sandra Coleman, Executive Director
912-368-7531

Lion’s Club

P.O. Box 1135

Hinesville, GA 31310

President Jesse Powell
912-369-5440

Meets every 1% and 3" Monday
Western Sizzlin Restaurant
720 E. Oglethorpe Highway
Hinesville, GA 31313
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Rotary Club

P.O. Box 585

Hinesville, GA 31310

Meets every Tuesday at 12:30pm
Western Sizzlin Restaurant

720 E. Oglethorpe Highway
Hinesville, GA 31313
912-876-3549

Kiwanis Club of Liberty County

P.O. Box 711

Hinesville, GA 31310

Meets every Wednesday at 12:30pm
Poole’s Deli

406 S. Main Street #A

Hinesville, GA

912-876-3549

Local Churches
Liberty Prayer Chapel Inc
244 Memorial Dr

Hinesville, GA 31313-2547
912-368-7335

Church of Deliverance

1060 S Main St.
Hinesville, GA 31313-5319
912-876-2268

First Baptist Church

220 E Washington Ave
Hinesville, GA 31313-2710
912-368-4286
admin@fbchinesvillega.com

First Calvary Baptist Church
124 Rebecca St

Hinesville, GA 31313-2540
912-876-3911

First United Methodist Church
100 Memorial Dr.

Hinesville, GA 31313-2514
912-368-2200
hfumc@clds.net
http://www.hinesvilleumc.com/
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Hinesville First Baptist Church

220 E Washington Ave
Hinesville, GA 31313-2710
912-876-2687

Hinesville House of Refuge
113 W M.L. King Jr. Dr.
Hinesville, GA 31313-3225
912-877-7252

Hispanic Baptist Mission
72 E Washington Ave.
Hinesville, GA 31313-2702
912-876-4285

Korean United Methodist
105 Memorial Dr
Hinesville, GA 31313-2513
912-368-4875

Power of Faith Ministry Inc
115 W M.L. King Jr. Dr.
Hinesville, GA 31313-3225
912-368-3088

South Main Baptist Church
1166 S Main St

Hinesville, GA 31313-5302
912 -368-4008
http://clik.to/smbc

Temple of Praise Church of God
406 S Main St

Hinesville, GA 31313-3239
912-876-6369
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